
THE PARISH OF TULLABRACKY. 

SITUATION. Thts Parish lies partly in the Barony of 
Coshma and partly in that of Small County. The formAr por
tion is bounded on the north by the Parish of Glenogra; on 
the west by Tullabracky in Small County and Manisteranenagh; 
on the south by the Parish of Bruff and on the east by another 
small portion of Tullebracky in the Barony of Small County. 
The principal portion of this Parish in the Barony of Small 
County is bounded on the north and west by the Parish of 
Glenogra; on the south by the Parish of Athlacca and on the 
east by the Parish of Manisteranenagb and the portion of 
Tullabracky Parish in the Barony of Coshma. 

NAME. Called i..n Irish Tula Bhraice, but nothing has 
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turned up to prove itR meaning; Tula means a gentle hill; Braioe? 

Of the old Church of this Parish, situated on rising 93 
ground in the Townland of Tullabraoky Rishopland, the east 
gable is level 11ith the grounfl. with thti exception of a very 
BILall portion adjoining the south side wall. The upper por-
tion of the west gable is very much injured. The south wall 
remains with the exception of two breaches, of which here-
after. There are only two small portions of the north wall 
remaining, the one adjoining thP- west gable, ·t.he other 
about (near) the middle of the wall. Thia Churoh was forty 
three and a half feet long by twenty one and a half feet in 
breadth. On the south side wall, about five feet from the 
east, there is a breach of about five feet (in width) ex
tending to within three and a half feet of the ground. The 
western side of this breach pr':lser1ts the appearance of that 
of a window, widening on the inside. On the same wall, ten 
feet from the west gable, there is a large breach extending 
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to the ground, ev1d er;_ t ly whe ce the doorway waf; p lace'.i. The 
south west coriier is destroyi::d. On the Dpper part of the 94' 
portion of the west gabJe whi~h remains there is a breach 
which may have been a window, now disfigured. The north 
side wall is featureless. The walls of this Church are about 
nine feet high 8nd twa feet seven ir1ches in thickness. There 
is a large burial ground still used attached ~o this Church. 

In the same Townland and at a very short distance south
ward of the old Church, closP to the house of Mr. Maloney, 
there is a holy well called by the people variously Tobar 
Mullana, Tobar Mblunr:a, 11nd j t1 EngU sh Blunny' s Well, Mu: 1-
any' s Well and Lum,y's Well. Ttie Saint to whom it is dedi
cated is called MullHna Naomhthe, and in English Blunny; 
some say that Blunny Maruainigh is tte SaiDt's name. He 
is believed to have been thA founder of the Church (called 
by some Friar·y) of Tullabracky. Over the side of this well 9& 
there i!J a r·ocky stone, having on the side facing tl1e well 
two incisions, tr~~attionally believed to be the impressions 
of the Saint's knees while at prayer. The people state that 
there was formerly a "Pattern" here, but the day is not re
membered; the well is still however, though seldom, visited 
for the cure of various diseases. The name of the Patron 
Saint of this well ~oes nut resemble the name of any Saint 
gi vAn in the Irish CP.lendar; the nearest to it is Mlubhnai n 
Liaigh, ~hose festival fell on the 29th March. 

In the same Townland of Tullabracky Bishopland, in the 
immediate vicinty of the holy well, there was an old Castle 
called Tullabracky Castle, which was levelled about thirty 
years ago ty John Malony, the father of the present farmer 
who occupies tbe house built on or near its site; :par-t. of 
one of the walls of the Castle is sajd to enter.tnto the 
building of a stable belonging to the house. Immediately 
over the well and runri ing north and south the ro is a port ion 
of a wall, consider0d by the people as having belonged to 
Tullabracky Castle! it may -possibly be one of the outworks. 

In th~ Townland of Grange and situated on the top cf a 96 
BOlid rock abcrnt thirty :five feet high, !i.re the remains of 
nn old Castle I.he vrill:- of which are very muct1 injured. The 
length outside was about forty feet and the breadth about 
thirty feet but on account of the shattered conrl.itions of its 
walls its dimens i.on:; inside cann,)t be taken nor even outside 
with any pr9eision. The west wall remains to the height of 
about ten feet and small portions of the rest of the walls 
also remain; these walls w0re about six nnd a half feet in 
thickness and built of rather small grouted limestonea. The 
rock on which this Castle was erect~d is called in the Name 
Book Cahercon Rock, b::t ~his ne.m,, I could :not find known to 
the inhabitar.ts, who sciy th,::.t Cari·ai.g A Mheera (Mhiara) is 
the name of the Rock. 
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In Lord Giller:r:ore's deer·-park in the Town and of Caher ,, 
therE~ is a circle nf stones n.bout on<➔ bund.rea. nnd eighteer. 
paces in circtlmference, about :five and. a l'laJ.:f feet :tigh and 
two feet or one and a talf feet 1n thickness. It is not eas7 
to determine the thickness on account of the uneveness of the 
surface abov,~, whet·e the wal .t is coped. Thi~ c i :rcular wal 1, 
which is formed of regular sized J.ime utone, without cement, 
assumed its present form about five years &go and is said to 
have been built with the foundation stones of an old Castle; 
yet some of the jnhabi.tants say that the lower (,tones retain 
their original positlon, which is not like that of the foun-
dation stones of a C3stle. About n hundred an1 seventy four 
paces north west of this, there is another somewhBt simiJ.ar 
wall of uncemcnted t:torn~ work, about one hundred and twenty 
six paces in circumf'er,:mce, but its form is not circula,·, 
some of its sides being right lines connected by curves, al
together formi~g ac irregular outline. Some of the stones 
of this lat,ter we,~ 1 are very large. 'i'he space inside b:::;th ti 
is thickly planted with trees of various kinds. It 1s poss-
ible that theBG walls of stone may have been formed with the 
stones of thA original Caher (Cathair) which gave name to 
the townland. About fifty paees ear:;twarct of the first men-
tioned ring, t\1ere are the traces of stone work, whlch m8.y 
bave been the foundation of tile buildtng. The two sides 
which remain and which are almost right line~ and face the 
north and east, meat at an obtuse angle. 

At the distance of about two hundred and twenty seven 
p21,ces eastward of the second ri:ng of stones there is a stand
ing stone seven feet high, three feet four inches wide at the 
top an~ middle aad five a~d a half feet in width at the lower 
part. The original flag seems to have been split to within 
three feet from the bottom and t~o and a half feet from the 
east side and o:n the west side from top to bottom. The upper 
part is about fifteen inches thick, the lower about twenty 
two inches. 

See sketch opposite. 

The Name Boo~ places an old Castle in ruins in the Town- It 
land of Rockbarton; I se~rched through the Townland but could 
find no person who could point out its locality or was ac-
quainted with its existence. Rockbarton and Caher Townlands 
adjoin each other; perhaps some of the features described in 
this letter as situated (according to t:te inhabitants) in 
Caber Townland may be what iA alluded to in the Name Book. 

The antiquities of this Parish were examined and des
cribed by Mr. O'Keeffe. 
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